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To facilitate a co-ordinated 
and strategic approach to LIS 
research across the UK 
(2009-2012) 

To explore the extent to which 
LIS research projects 
influence practice (2011) 
 
To create outputs to support 
the use and execution of 
research by librarians and 
information scientists (2012) 

To develop a UK-wide 
network of LIS researchers 
(2011-2012) 
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£229,000 investment  
 
• ~€319,000 
• ~$350,000 
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Establishment of the LIS Research Coalition  

2006-2008: Consultations 

March 2009: Coalition formally established by 5 founding members 

August 2009: Dr Hazel Hall appointed to lead the implementation, 2 days per week in a 
seconded role 
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http://lisresearch.org/
http://lisresearch.org/membership/
http://hazelhall.org/
http://www.mla.gov.uk/
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‘To facilitate a co-ordinated and strategic approach to LIS 
research across the UK’ 
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Provision of a formal structure 

To improve access to LIS research 
To maximise the relevance and impact of LIS research 
 

Main aims 

To bring together information about LIS research opportunities and results 
To encourage dialogue between research funders 
To promote LIS practitioner research and the translation of research outcomes into 
practice 
To articulate a strategic approach to LIS research 
To promote the development of research capacity in LIS 
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Access to existing 
resources to be 

exploited and reused  
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Resources to 
support LIS 

practitioners as 
researchers  



www.napier.ac.uk/iidi 

Page 10 

Heavy use of social media 
by means of a Twitter feed 
that is still active in 2015 

http://twitter.com/lisresearch
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Face-to-face events 
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Conferences 

Coalition conference 2010 
DREaM launch 2011  
DREaM conclusion 2012 
 

Workshops 

DREaM: 3 in 2011/12 
RiLIES1: 3 in 2011 
RiLIES2: 1 in 2012 
 

'External' event participation 

22 events 
 
 

 

http://lisresearch.org/conference-2010/
http://lisresearch.org/dream-project/dream-event-1-launch-conference-tuesday-19-july-2011/
http://lisresearch.org/dream-project/dream-event-5-conference-monday-9-july-2012/
http://lisresearch.org/dream-project/dream-workshops/
http://lisresearch.org/rilies-project/
http://lisresearch.org/2012/07/17/lis-research-resources-briefing-workshop-evaluation/
http://lisresearch.org/events/coalition-participation-in-past-events/
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Impact examples 1 
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Social media reach: examples 

Coalition web pages: monthly hit rate of 2,908 views in 2012 
@LISResearch: almost 6,000 followers in 2015 
SlideShares: 49 sets of slides viewed thousands of times, with the most-viewed 
attracting 15,444 hits 

 
Project reach: DREaM as example 

213 'on-site' participants 
33 presenters 
Remote audience of ~80 blog posts, ~800 tweets, multiple web pages, SlideShares, 
SoundClouds, Vimeos etc.  

 

http://lisresearch.org/
http://twitter.com/lisresearch
http://www.slideshare.net/LISResearch/presentations
http://lisresearch.org/dream-project/
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Impact examples 2 
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Growth in knowledge and expertise in research skills 

DREaM: workshop participants reported (1) substantial growth in 
theoretical knowledge; (2) modest increase in application of new 
skills; (3) greater confidence as researchers; (4) widened networks 

 
Development of new resources 

Research, evaluation and audit  (Facet, 2013):  a third of the book’s 
authors had some involvement in the Coalition’s activities between 
2009 and 2012 

 
Research on the agenda of LIS professional bodies 

e.g. CILIP, LIRG, European Association for Health Information and 
Libraries  

 

http://lisresearch.org/dream-project/
http://www.facetpublishing.co.uk/title.php?id=047418&category_code=30
http://www.cilip.org.uk/
http://www.cilip.org.uk/about/special-interest-groups/library-and-information-research-group
http://eahil.eu/
http://eahil.eu/
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Published reports on immediate impact of DREaM 
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2012 

Brettle, A., Hall, H., & Oppenheim, C. (2012). We have a 
DREaM: the Developing Research Excellence and 
Methods network. Paper presented at the 4th International 
Conference on Qualitative and Quantitative Methods in 
Libraries, Limerick, Ireland, 22-25 May 2012. 
 

2013 

Cooke, L. & Hall, H. (2013). Facets of DREaM: a Social 
Network Analysis exploring network development in the UK 
LIS research community. Journal of Documentation, 69(6), 
786-806. 

 

http://lisresearch.org/dream-project/
http://www.slideshare.net/LISResearch/we-have-a-dream-the-developing-research-excellence-methods-network
http://www.slideshare.net/LISResearch/we-have-a-dream-the-developing-research-excellence-methods-network
http://www.slideshare.net/LISResearch/we-have-a-dream-the-developing-research-excellence-methods-network
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/doi/full/10.1108/JD-09-2012-0124
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/doi/full/10.1108/JD-09-2012-0124
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/doi/full/10.1108/JD-09-2012-0124
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Current project to measure impact of DREaM 3 years on 
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Since 2012, to what extent have the workshop 

participants: 

implemented new and innovative research 
methods/techniques in their work-place environments? 
undertaken and disseminated relevant, high priority 
research output to inform policy, determine information 
services provision, and develop the future LIS research 
agenda? 
experienced enhanced possibilities for exploring avenues 
for new research initiatives as a result of network 
participation? 
continued to work as a network? 
witnessed impact of their post-DREaM research on end-
user communities? 
 

 

http://lisresearch.org/dream-project/
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What next? 
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Keynote presentation at EAHIL conference 

Hall, H. (2015). Opening keynote presentation to be delivered at Research minded: 
supporting, understanding, conducting research workshop organised by the European 
Association for Health Information and Libraries (EAHIL), in collaboration with the 
International Conference of Animal Health Information Specialists (ICAHIS) and the 
International Clinical Librarian Conference (ICLC), Edinburgh, 10-12 June 2015. 

 
Complete 2015 DREaM impact study 

Data collection and analysis 
Internal report September 2015 
External publication of findings to follow 
 

https://eahil2015.wordpress.com/
https://eahil2015.wordpress.com/
http://www.eahil.eu/
http://www.eahil.eu/
http://libguides.wsulibs.wsu.edu/content.php?pid=305724&sid=2505813
http://www.uhl-library.nhs.uk/cl/events.html
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Contact Hazel Hall 
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@hazelh 
http://hazelhall.org 
http://about.me/hazelh 
 
h.hall@napier.ac.uk 
+44 (0)131 455 2760 
 
 
 

 

Slides on SlideShare at: 
http://slideshare.net/hazelhall  

http://hazelhall.org/
http://about.me/hazelh
mailto:h.hall@napier.ac.uk
http://slideshare.net/hazelhall
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